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Public Housing Association of Residents (PHAR) Reports Results of Candidate Questionnaire to Democratic City Council Candidates:

Candidates Speak Out on Low-Income People’s Rights and Opportunities

August 16, 2011 – Today the Public Housing Association of Residents (PHAR) released prospective Charlottesville City Councilors’ responses to a questionnaire on rights and opportunities for Charlottesville's public housing residents.  Six of the seven candidates vying for the Democratic nomination in the August 20 primary election answered the questionnaire (James Halfaday declined to answer).  PHAR solicited candidate input about several topics, including redevelopment of the city’s public housing, resident involvement, employment, and improving educational outcomes.  PHAR will conduct non-partisan voter education with the results of the questionnaire. 
Independent candidates for Council will be asked to answer the same questions before the general election in November. The questions are listed below and the full questionnaire, including candidate responses, is attached.  
Of the six candidates who responded to the survey, five (Brevy Cannon, Colette Blount, Kathy Galvin, Satyendra Huja and Dede Smith) offered a definitive "yes" when asked if they would have voted for the Residents' Bill of Rights for Redevelopment (see attached) had they been in office on, when it was approved unanimously by City Council on December 15, 2008. The same five candidates pledged to honor and uphold the Bill of Rights if elected.  Candidate Paul Beyer said he thought the overall intent of the Bill of Rights was good, but stated he had concerns that adherence to its specific provisions could undermine redevelopment.
On other issues, from keeping quality maintenance of public housing sites a priority to ensuring access to employment and job training for residents and improving educational outcomes for children, all six candidates were unanimous in their support for measures to improve the quality of life for Charlottesville's low-income families.  
When asked why residents should consider supporting them in the August 20 Democratic primary, Beyer pointed to his experience as a developer who can get things done; Blount cited her successful track record as a teacher improving achievement of low-income students; Cannon responded that he lives in a racially-diverse, mixed-income neighborhood and is committed to growing middle-class jobs; Galvin noted her experiences working in public housing management and as an employee and volunteer for various housing organizations; Huja noted his decades of experience working with low-income families; and Smith described how her PTO and School Board experiences made her familiar with the need to address the housing problems facing families living in poverty.   

Questions asked of the candidates

1. The Residents Bill of Rights for Redevelopment ensures meaningful resident participation, preserves the current stock of affordable housing for low-income people and promotes family stability.  It was adopted by City Council on December 15, 2008.  If you had been a Councilor at that time, would you have voted for the Residents Bill of Rights for Redevelopment as presented?  Why or why not?
2.  Do you pledge to honor and uphold the Residents Bill of Rights while in office?  Why or why not?
3. What specific steps will you take to ensure that residents remain engaged in the decision-making about redevelopment, and that the process remains responsive to and reflective of resident input?
4. In appointing members to the CRHA Board of Commissioners, what criteria will you use?  Will you insist on selecting Commissioners who will prioritize effective maintenance and management of our existing public housing while planning for future redevelopment of our neighborhoods?
5. Under Section 3 of the Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Act of 1968, public housing residents are supposed to receive priority access to jobs and contracting opportunities created by HUD financial assistance (such as redevelopment). If you are elected, how will you seek to implement Section 3 in Charlottesville?
6. Raising high school graduation rates benefits the entire community.  What will you do as a City Councilor to improve educational success for Charlottesville's students?
7.  Please describe the nature of your experiences with low-income people in Charlottesville, and explain why public housing residents and their allies should support you for City Council.
PHAR, founded in 1998, is the city-wide advocacy organization for public housing residents in Charlottesville.  PHAR's mission is "To empower low-income residents to protect and improve our own communities through collective action."  PHAR organizes community members and allies to increase civic engagement, ensuring the voices of low-income people are heard.  PHAR runs a successful internship program which has graduated 30 public housing residents and improves living conditions for hundreds of residents each year.
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